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King of the Khyber Rifles

A Story That Combines the Thrill of Modern Detective Fiction With the Romance of Arabian Nights Tales

—
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ADVENTURE AND ROMANCE EXTRAORDINARY

To this remarkable tale Mr Mundy Introduces us to the mrysteries
and charm of lodia and 1o A loteresting people of the Oreut about

whatn the western world knows 1|

Ouptaln Athelstas King his bero

Khlnmn caves

marveious fascination. It gives us

the Khrher Rifm™ Decmise we belirve on® readers will
sarial Mot thal sy we have point

CHAPTER |
-

T™e mez whe govern Indip—more
power to thedr and ber —a™ fvw
Those who stand In thels wer and pre
tend to bhelp them with & P
words &t 8 bhosi Thre char@e has
seet the light iz point tha! Indie—w
spring of plague sbd sudden demid
and monet ienders—has snid her &0
e twenly succesding codguetots 1B

tu™

R0 wher he worid war hroke the
worid was Sentined 0 he surprised o
India's account. The Red sea Tull of

moing ttwneports crowded witk durk

akinpe! geolemet Whise obes PIRFer
was tha! the war might bt he over
befare thet should heve at™ock & hiow
for Rettsin wes the lodiss ammy's ap
Fwer o the PTeal

More thar one nation was Oeeply
shocke! by Indig's answer to “pPracs
Cowe™ tha! had extendsd OVer™ yem™
Bot the=r were men In Indis whi
learned tc lowe India long age wilk
that iove tha® ~asts ont fear who Koew

eXBcLly what was going to happen and
eotid therefors afford te walt for or
dems tnstend of *uoning sound in rings

Athelstur King Yor instance. Dolb
Ing ¥et bt & ~apteln unattached et
it meaperiy furnished guatter» wilk
his beels ap & wmble He 5 bDot »
doctor, ¥et he r™al a2 book on sun
ey ;. and wher he went over to the
ciud be carmied the book under his
arm and conlinued te Teal ' there
It the other room where the telegrupb

biaptg were liftersd I confusion all

about he floar thewther office™ sen:
teiagrams and forgot King who mst
and smoked apf resc about surgery
and befoe he had Dear!y fnished one
box of chernots & geners 1t Peshawur
wipaed & baid r=f skull snd sent uim
ar grpent telegram

“Came gt once ™ It sald atmply

Eing was a: Lahore bo: miles don™
matter when the dogs of war are
Joosed. The right mun goes to the
pisce ut the exact right Ume
and the fool gres to the wall Iz
one Tespect war 1§ betler than
kinds of peace
the train ap the wey to Peshawur
was pot troubled by foroed rcoB-
vermation Conseguent!y he resched
Peshawur comfortable In spite of the
beat And his genin! manner of salut
ing the fuligemers’ who met him with
s dograr: a! Peshawus station was

4

something scandsious. Fuli-generais
particularly in the early days of war
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*tle or nothing

In the
oo & wondertu

«ompmny of

we o journey 1o

and with him we el Yasmini an exolic beagty of

grent pleasure to publish “King of
eniuy the
od in a long time

THE EDNTOR

keeping hack mo™ Lal 8 Dere
Bandfl e hold the trites In cheek”
hing nodded. Thety has pever beet

peacy miofg the bathwes hasgder

L H

et peed vislop to forease troghile

froili tha! gua™ter I fact 1t tmue
have beeh pa™iy or rength of
weme of King's reporis thal the ged
¢l wEs Maunihg how

“Well. the trides’l know Dewsent'y
hew man® et we s sending overnes
Thesr've bees =umass abon: Khinan
br the hundred lnte!ly They'se ook
nf sampething Unn YoU lmagibe '«
keeping Quiet Bow?

“Tha: depends. mir. Yes 1 eme
tmagine 1° '

The geners laughed “Thats whey
1 sen: for you. ] newd & mab with
maginetioz | Therss's 4 woman you've

£01 te work with oo this necamon wh
D imagite & shade or Tw0 too mUch
What's worse ahe’s ambitions S«
chome you to work with her™

Ring's it stifened onder his mus
tehe and the rorners aof his eyes
wrinkied inote cTow's fet e OOITe
spond Fres gt pever come-binckh of
course bo! his looked It 8t the! mie
ule

“Top know we've sent! men to Khin
st whio pre pald to have enterst the
ceves, Not one of ‘em has ever re
turned ~

King frowned

“Ebhe claims she fap enter the caves
and rome out aguis &' pieasgre.  She
has offered te do 12 and 1 have ac
cepted. Cap vou guess who sbe =7

“Not Tasmin™ K baznrded and
the genemn! nofded helmetatrup
marl pricted indelidly og King's Jaw
and cheek by the Indiaz sun. tight
epead and grew whiter—as the peberal
poted ou! af the corner of his ere

“Raoow her?™

“Enow of her of course. sir Every
hody does Never met bher o my
Enowiedpe ™

“Tm-mm! Whose fanlt was that?
Samebods ought to have seep to tha!
Go o Delll now and mee: her Tl
send ber g wire to say you're coming
She knows I've chosen you She tried
to insis® on full discretion. but 1 over
roied her” g

King's tongoe Neked bis Mips. and his
eves wTiDkisd The general’s voice he
came the lemst shade more authorite-
tive

“When you see her pe! & pams Trom
her that'll mke you Inte Khinjan
caves' Ask her for jt! For the ke
of sppearances 'l gusetie yOU e
onded to the Ehyher rifien For the
sake of Fuccess. get & pass from her

“Very well, sir*

“Sou've 8 brother in the Khrher
rifies. haven' you! Was I! you or ynur
brother whe visited Ehinjan onge and
sent ir & TeponmtY

*1 did. st

He spoke without pride. Even the
Ibﬂpdr of British-Indiap cavairy that
wen: to Ehizjan on the strength of
his report and leveled v defenses
with the ground had no: been able
lto find the famons caves. Yot the
cnves themss!ves are 8 brword |
|  *Theres talk of & fibad (holy war)
There's worse than that! When you
wen: to Ehinjan what was your chief
object ™ I
| *=Te find the source of the everiast. |
ing rumors mbout the so-culied Heart |
af the Hills' sir™
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stan! the genera!’s fut figure darkened
the doorway twenty men of higher
ruuk thas King oative and Engtish
rose from lned-up chairs and pressed
forward.

“Sorry—huve 10 keep you all walt-
mp—busy *°  HF waved them aside
with & ltthe apologetic gesture. “Come
ia bhere, King "

King followed him through a door
that siammed tigh! bebind bim on rub-
o mba

“8it dowe ™

™he genernl unlocked o stenl drewer
and hegan 1o runimage among the pe
s IR v » minute he produced
» packagre bhound in rubber hands
with & faded photogaph face wupewrd

i the tol
How ¢you

“That’s

the woman!
Hke the look of her™

Ring took the packnpe and for
minute stared hard af the lHbenews of
s women whose fame has traveled ug
and down india ustll ber witchery
hay Dbecome & provert. Bhe was

“That's the Wormr'! Hew Do Yew
Like the Look of Mer™

dreaned 2% 3 dancing womat yet very
few dapcing women couid afford te be
dremsed ar ahe was

The genernl wui~hed his
errs that missed nothing

“Hemember—] smid work witl her ™

King looked up end hodded

“They say she's theee parts Rus
stan” muid the peneral “To my Enowi
edpe she spenks Rusctun lke o pative,
and about Twenty other tnngDes B
well incloding English. She was
girl widow of a rascally hill

face witd

that's proof enough of brains'! Bome
sy she's & shederil ] think thats
en exagyeration, but bemr In mind
she's dangerous ™
Eing grinned. A man whe trusts
Fasters women over repdlly doss Dot
rise far o the secret! pervice

“1f you've gnt pous epough to Reep
on ber saft side and Bse her—aot

fore you're sixzty

Eing pocketed the photograph and
papers.  *“T'm well emougrdh comtent
as things are”™ he said guietly.

“No man in lndis has & stiffer task
than you heve how ! A had lmunebed
from the ‘Hilis' would mean sparchy
to the plains. That wouid entall send-
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King with his mouth of rurry,

:

|

[ Theo obe of the
[ tnok him to the
eppenr to trouble him at all
uiher sccupant af the carmiage
sitamme Major Hyde
pext Bim ot lunch. In
s pleasant’y that Hyde
perated  Nelther af them
the station Hiyde lost his t
snd King left him abusing as up
Ly Dallve servant |

The mation was crambed to suffo |
2'on by & crowd tha! roared and |
wethed and smelt te high hesven Nat
he groers! himsel! had teieplioned Tor
bing'e reservelion so e ool his timee
There wore din and stink and dust be |
nenth & savape sun. shaken into M
ve=twrahions by the srream o st o
cines ety valve. It was India ln e
sénce and awnkey —lodis artsing out
! iethargy '—India as she s more
“vg powndave—and 1! made King
for the time belng of the Khybher rifies
hanguer !M“D:MMMM-;
bl I rODe

Azy ope who watched him—and
there wus & lens! one map who @id -
must heave boli~~d his mrange ahis
1ty almast ke tha! of waler te pemcd
the podnt be pimed for through abd
Dot around. the rrowd

He netther shoved por argued O»
ders and binvws wouid have bewt sgua’
y pselomn, for had It tried the crowd
rould not have abered and 1! was 1o
ne mind to try. Withou! the least ap
paren! «fo™t he arrived—and there s
pe other word thet guite deerTihes 1=
he arrived He climbed inte his omr
rlage and leaned from the window

“Why are rou here™ asked an arid
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| woloe bhohind him: and withour troub

ling tv turn his Demf be EDew That
Major Hrde was te be his curriage
mate agsin
| “Orders” mi¢ King

*Is that wour apswer™ aaked e
majer Balked ambition » ap gy
horee te ride He hat tried for »
rommand by’ hal beer shelved

“1 have suffictent suthortty = =i
| King wnruffied Ee spoke as 17 he wore
| thinking of something enfirely differ
ent. His eves were s If they mw The
major from s very long wey of and
futher gpproved of him on the whole

“Show me your authority please ™

Elng d'ved inte ar lnner pochet and
produced & rard tha! had sbou! e
| wards writtes oo 19 Tare above »
renera’s signature. Fyde resd 1t and
| pammed 1! back |
m"'

| arrange he
| bert,

CHAPTER L l

s @iz of |
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%Eig
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But much mest earefully of all
examined Yasminls returaing
]n-nu-mmam He reached the
concigsion 1o the end that whep 1t was

_mwmlhum:-ln days

| whitch be cocked careful'y and

- —

you kindles tell me sir, where | could

to Rombay where my bhusiness o™

“How did you know King sabib
an the trauin ™ King ssked Dim smil |
g so genially that even the policw |
eould net have charged bl with more |
than curiosity

“Ry telegram. mir. My beother had
the misforiune to miss Capiain King
sahit at Peshawur and therefore sent
& telegramn 1o e anking e to du whet
| can &! an interview ™

“ see” snid King "1 sea™ And
tudging by the marile In his f3ee w0
be looked away be fouid see a it
Rut the tative rould bid see his eye
st that Instant aithough be tried 6 |

He looked bark 8! the train giving
the mas & pood chance to sindy his
tace In proflie

“Ser the! rarriage ™ he aaked point

Ing.  “The fourth firetclase rarriage
Sromn the end® We there afe 0B’y
two of U in there I'm Major Hyde

and the other is Captate King IV tell
Captate King to lock out for pou*

. thank you et seid (he native
“You are ot kind ' | am your
bumbile servant str ™

Ring nodded good by 0 him Bis Gart
evem I the ahmdow of the Lhak' belmet
seeming scarcely Interested any longer

*“Couidn't you find apviher herth ™

o'y

Prde asked him angrily wheg he
stepped bark inte the mmperinen
“What wers ot outl thers looking
for

King emile® bark a! him blandly

*] think there ary reilway thieves
ot the traln " be anpounced W howt
any ofom at relriance He mught

et have beard lhe Guestiion

Brde mported and returned ' kis
seat! Iz the mienre of wusjeainioe
srurn.  But presently be opeced o sult
mase and drew ou! 8 rejwating pietad
lowed
beosath hie plliow | ot gl all & ™o
temptibie Deove 'weuncee the lndian
raitwny thie? I 1he Mot resource’p
specialint ip the worid Mot King ted
e overl precuutions of any biad

After more ioterminsbie Lhours night
shy! down on themn rvd b ark
temmperirnlly subd vided 7o secoads
br the thamp of carriage whess sod
B st istervals by shewers of sparks
from fhe guaping engioe Thes King |
strangely withou! kicting oF his aboes
Grew & shew! up over his sdoulders (W
the opposite berth Hyde coversd bl
bl to keep dost ou! of kis balr and
presently King beard him begin e

| amore gently. Then very rarefully be

adlusted his own posifion so tha! s
profile lay outiiped lu the dim Light
from the gae lamp 1o the reaf He
might! almost have bees wailing to be
shaved. lang sfMer miduight his
wigh was rewarded by & slight! scund
ot the door From that lnstant his eyes
were o (he waich under dart closed
inshen . but his even bresthing wes
that af the seventh stage of sieep Lhat
Enows po dresms

A eliex of the dooslatrt herulded |
the appeammbre of 8 hapd Wih skill |

of the sart that only special training
ap deveiop. & man 1o Eatlve dress ip-
the rarriage

sinusated bLimeel’ lute
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“Thought s '™ He dared opsn hs
eyee & mite wider, “He's pulha—troe
to type! Mok Gret ped thes KU

beill te The B from the Tud of hig
berth.  The nolee of that awoke Myda,
aid King pretesded 1o begin te ®ake
yewning and rolling o6 bis bart (that
being maeh the safest paslitios a8 wi
grmed mat oan take and much the
ont pwward for bis soemy)

=t even "= Nyde pefied al the tog of
inge gropang wikdly fer bis pietol
and not Bading It

King st up and rubbed bis eyen
The pative drew tha kaife and be
yering Wuself! 1a cooumend of the
o tuetion- heattated for abe P'Fﬂ.-
swevnd  He saw bis erver asd Sarted
tor the G tee late WA 3 meve
ment mubelievably swift Kag was
there ahead of hime | and "R another
e vemen! st oo ewif. buf Bk Bare
dlsroarerting be threw bis sheet a0
the retiavus Seed s throw 3 et o
ancient Rome It wrapped reasd he
patre s bend and arma add he tee
wen! togeiher 1o the Boer I8 8 teisted
strangieboid

1s apother Balamingte the natl've
was groening Tor King hed ke knife
wriet in fwe hands and was benliag It
packward while he presssd (he man®
viemart with his Enews

The inife fall 1o the Soar. and he
tef mate 8 gullant ofort s rerever

set Kisg *as tee pfreng Por Mim
e seined the buife Munesl? alipped 1t
‘n Ale et Pewmers o0 *eomined bis boud
tetorw "he nat e goressd wha' e wus
Mer The trala srvenmed el te @
wandettt st 4 wurside satien and 8
mas w'h 3 laaters begas w hast
the mation's Same The nmant 'he
train’s mofice altogether censed the
tea! shet In ou hem a0 i he B of

pretonss of pais I

|

wl!f Instead of anewertng King leans!
out tate fhe lampIM gioom and = »
minute he cuught sght of o swrgeant
of mattve infuntry passing Sown "he
traln.  Fle made o sign that brough!
the man to him on the res

“T™Md you ses that resaway™ b
sl "

“Ha st | s one maning $hal
I fallom ™

*No This piece of his shirt w'l
Mdentify him. Take 1t Wide it Whea
S mas with a tors shirt tate who 3
that plece Bta makes for the teleg=s 2

| ofire after this train has grae on =

hat be in allowsd to sod any v~
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